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BRTTISH LEGATION,
STOCKHOIM,

2lst May, 1942

Tear Colomsl.

On the 12th May I sent you a smsll problem over arms traffic. I enclose
herewith another up to date report you may care to examine.

Beport marked As Nay we please know why these troops were being given
passage through Sweden?

If it is contended that they were"going on leave", may we lmow how much
longer the "leave season” msy be caloulated to contimue? Even in peace time
the leave season is never reckonsd longer than November - Marcho After this
tims milisary training commences in esrmest, Is it to be assumed that whilst
Germany is about to face the greatest struggle in history, that Wleave" is
etill wm'dine?

24 m pri.u:l.plo which you etated to me ie of course accepted, i.e., that

. the mumbers of Gexrman troops which enter Rorway . from'leave” is mever allowed

to exseed the mumbers which go ont from Horway on leave. May we ask if any

' cheek 4s kept on the fact that the game treops returnj and whether they return

{0 the same destination?

If this is not doms, it wuld otherwise be easy for the Germans to carry
out reliefs and exchanges of whole unitss The "inceming” unit would then take
over the arme and equipment of the "outgoing” unit.

Je Agein, if troops leave Horway vis Oslo - Trelleborg, mey we foel sure that

- they (or others) do mot return Trelleberg = « Ustersund = Trondheim, or 'rrolhbm -

Krylbo = Narvik?

4e The reports on the gttached A and B cover som 120 railway waggonse Moy we
be informed as to the ownership of the waggens-in question? o
5.  The attached report marked C appears uever to have been suswored.

Yours sinserely,
(undert.) Re Suttom=Pratt
Colenel,
Hilitary Attachd

™91 PeHoTo Kollsron.
' Kanslihuset, Sthmh.




The following is up to the minmute information, graded B. 2,
- Beport from Erylbo,
‘ On the 13th May, a train passed containing 17 trucks, 4 of these

. were olosed and their contents oould not be ueortciud. There were no
troops in thess 4 truoks, 7 1 by

Mt_rn The utto:m-ommyouorun. m:-mmstruu
wore loaded with lsrge lorries, motor-sers and one large trastor. It was
difficult to ascertain the destinmatiom of tho train, ' It procseddd via
knge and came from Norways

In the following railway reports the destination of the trains mon=

tioned is Finland,

16/ 5e
12/5.

" 10/5.

17/5.
17/5.

250 horses passed Storlien tocothor with ou. :I.nmtry. They wexe
in 18 boggle~trucks. . :

15 tanks of ught model puud thrm amum

‘3 trucks with light guns, m on each truk, paesed through Store
(). 1

Six 7,5 om. guns, 30 field kitchens and 8 trucks ©f round irom 3/4
to 1 inch passed through Bollnlis, It came from Sweds Re.

4 heavy tanks, 8 trucks of ecars and 12 rallway trucks, probably con-

" taining emmunition, passed through Kryl'bo.
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Report dated the 28th October, 19414

A responsible meuber of the staff of this Iegation, returning from.
holiday, states that on October 25th, at about 8 p.m., his trein stopped
when travelling through Lexd, where he observed a train composed of about
12 Deutsche Reichsbahn Pullmann and 6 other Germsn eoaches. Ia the case

. of 6 coaches he cculd see the roof designated with the Red Crosse Other
coaches may also have carried this ineignis, but their roofs could not
' be seen in the darkness. The train appeared to be about to fork nosth to
. Ustersund,
The train, though nominally & "Red eross" train, appeared to contaia
no wounded. In the case of 3 Pullman coaches, the blinds were up and the
. lights on. Source walked up end down the traim, and looked in at theee
_windowse These Red Cross coaches contained men in bunke in two tiers, but
they were reading, talking and amoking, Not cne bandege wgs visible, and
not one man appeared to be sick or in pains
This fact seems remarkable, and in any oase it may be asked what was
'in the 15 other épaches where the blinds were down and which were fastened
on to the Red Crogs coaches, and were sllowed passage through Sweden, Trains
would seem to be either gemuine Red Cross trains, or traime conveying troops
in trameit, but there is no authority for "mixed" trains.
The suggestion may also be made whether these were perhaps unwounded
' men being sent to Finland in a so-called Red Cross train.
. It vill not presumsbly be suggested that with Germany fighting sll-out,
these Wwere men proceeding or returning from leave. '
" This matter was raised by H.M. Minister to M, Boheman, who said that
O he woul@ u.ko enquiries. No answer has been received so far as can be as-
certaised.

21st May, 1942,

Beestyries &

W




KUNGL.

JARNVAGSSTYRELSEN

MILITARBYRAN
BYRACHEFEN

onr o ..____.
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stdende diarienummer och [ adressen

byrén.

S namn.

_face the g:'eate.at struggle in history, that "leave” is still proceeding?" -

Some questiomns relating to the traneit transportations through Swedem.

The questions treated below have been raised in two letters frem
the English militéry attaché to Colonsl Kellgren.

In the first letter the points 1, 2 and 4 refer to observatiens
made on the line between Ustersund and Storliem as well as att Storlien
and at Ustersund, As & rule, these cbesrvations are corrects They refer
t6 examples of the traffic between Sterlien on ons hand, &nd Narvik e
Torned on the other hend, over which Mr. S3derblom has given an orienimtien,
4s will be seen from the cbservations madg, rather small trains are con-
cerned, in fact the number of carriages was once s0 low that evidently
some waggons, petrol waggona, were added to the traine There has been
no ressen to verify closer, whether the observations were correct as re=-
gards the mhber of carriages. It may only be pointed ecut that, as a
rule, the carriages used for this purpose are small and not of our best '
onss and consequently they cennot eaxrry but & small number of persons over
such & long distence as is in question heree In one of the points it is
indicated that "the troops were not allewed to leave the carriages at the
station, and their armsment eould therefore not be ascertained". Exeept
the pistols of the officers there are no arms on board the trains. The
Swedish controlling military staff hewe control over thise

In point 3 of the samg letter it is sald: "A resident at Krylbe re-
ports that several trains per day pass through with German treops and |
equipment en route for Finland, while at least four times weekly trains

. pass through with German troops and equipment en route for Narvik; and

about once a week & similar trein for Trondheim". It will be clear already
from what Mr. Stderblom has . said - that these observations sre quite '
incorrect. No other German militdry pass Krylbo than those on leave em
their way from and to Naxvik and further the invalid trains from Haparanda,.
but they return empty except for the hospital staff,

Point 1 of the second letter deale with the "leave season"s It is
thus questioned: " Is it to be assumed that whilat Germany is gbout to "

-

!
1
Yes, & planned leave is still proceeding, and after the end of this leave
the military return to Norwaye Im peint 2 it is questioned, if really ;:_]‘
the seme persons as have left Norway return there and if they retura to ' - -;5‘
the same destination trom whnere they ceme. The answer to thesse questions !
is sbsolutely in the affirmative. Many times I have made sure myself that
the military have been the same, and the Swedish controlling staff is of a
the same opinion. But it is impossible for us to kixow, whether they re-~
turn to "the same destination". The Swedish frontier is passed at the
same points on the outward and the return journey.

In point 3 it is said: "Again, if troops leave Norway via Oslo -

Trelleborg, may wo feel sure that they do not retura Trelleborg-Ustersunde j

.
1
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Trondheim, or Trelleborg-Narvik?" To this I can only say that there gre
not and have never been any transports of German military Trelleborg-
Ustersund-Trondheim, and that the transports to Narvik compsred with
those 1o 0slo are so insignificant that a removal of any importance is
impossible from tecnical reasons.

In point 4 it is said that about 120 "railway waggons" are required
for the transportations msntioned in A and B, and one also asks for in-
formation as regards the ownership of the waggons in question. There has
been no resson to investigate this matter in detail, moreover as, to a
great extent, these observations are quite incorrecte In principle
waggons for transportationes of this kind are supplied according to the
international "Ag;'eement on Waggons" which was in force before the out-
breek of the war and isstill in force as regards Norway as well as Gexmany.

Ai’ter the statements of Mr S8derblem it is /ﬁgacesaary to go through '
the reports of B 2 in detail, It may be said in general that they all
are more or less incoz'rect or oXagg td. E.g. no tz;ansport o %e ;
military has passed R T oned, :
are said to contain "tanks" and "Iight gu.ns" are quite unknown to me  as
well as to the railway staff at Storliene

A ‘transportation af horses has in fact passed Storlien on May 16th,
'but in reality the number of horses amounted only to half of what was in- -
dicated. ’

Under the heading of C cort&in obssrvations are reported from ua:l
on October 25th 1941. A German Red Cross Train passed Laxi in the after—
hoon of that day on its way not to Ustersund but to Norwey via Charlotten=
berge It was a genuine Red Cross Train. It carried 176 wounded and ine
valids from Finlend as well as hospital attendants., Swedish controlling
stag? went with that train as well. No "mixed trains" ave run, end we
control very minutely that only wounded and invalids &re carried im the

Red Cross Trains. The Swedish controlling staff, that often includes.a
' doctor, have quite satisfactory meane to control this. On the othe:." hsand
it is hardly possible to esteblish such facts while walking along the

: carriagea.




~ Deax Colomels ' sty

You will be sware that we are at present particularly interested. in the
matter of tho transit of oomn troopa mdm material threvah Sweden, In=-
stances oome to us constantly, without, ey #%0erte en our part to obtein theam,
generally from Swedes, who resent their sountry ‘thas directly assisting the
Gexman war efforte ) :

wa.lm engquiriss hav' a.lmo b-on made through the Minister to Utrikes-

B dopartmntot. but it seems that as military transportation comes under the mi=
’ 911tc; mmmo-, cns would be mare: 1ikely to resedve accurate informaticn
M tlmso 4in a position to lnow) = in faet, tlpo Minister suggested that I sheuld

: xetu' tho latest instances to. you. -

“8ince there is apparently & contention that the passage of war materisl is
sn onti.rtly legitimate and neutral actl.ea. I attach ene or two recent instances
"of.the passage of troops, which you might oare to irivestigste. They are as fonam-
Lo '-On Wednesday, April 22ad. c young Norwegian and Mrs Sutton-Pratt, whea
travelling together from Bydalen, saw & train containing Germans proceeding in &
westerly direction towards Norway. Thi.a train was ‘seen between Niiskon and Krokem
.(we-t of Datormml) at 11,50 hours. The young Horweglan stated that the train
: conaiutod of ] passenger waggons, 2 goods waggens and 9 petrol waggons. The fer-
nu; T smumr waggons werg full of qomns, all of whom, so far as they eould
seg; wors the green poliszei uniforme '
2i  (another source dated 1st May, 1942).

At Storlien, German troop treims from Pinland (not wounded).

A train from Trondheim (10 towlz carriages) full of infantry. The troops
were not allowed: to leave the carrisges at the stations Their armament could
thcrofem not be ascertainsd.

. . At lnges Godds trucks with small armoured vehicles marked OeTe (Organi-
oatiou ‘!odt). kitchen trucks and other military motor vehicles.

B A‘'resident st Kryldo repcrte that several traims per day pass through
w:l.th Bormn 4roops and equipment en route for Finland, while at least four times
weskly ‘trains paes through with German troops and equipment en route for Narvik,
and sbout once a week & similar train for Trondheim.

4 . "On the Bth Ney theve passed through Ustersund station & German treop treim; :|
trav‘u:l.ng from Trondheim to the north. h anuntly -p‘u.t into two, part of

"1% going to Narvik and part to Flalsade
We are o¥m able to furaish the mumbers Of the railway carriages themselves,
and. tho approximete murber of II and III class: pnaongor- in the coaches, who were

]

muah' mim 24661 Guards 'P!' -
e 1125 Abm 1} ;I clup, 50 III class.
N ] L 2101 ” N N 50 L .0

- . The above branched for Fin .
sto P.!.!.'.l’nupen - , or Finlend..
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Norwegian carriage 6021 Restaurant oar.

135 12 II class, 25 III class.
30 20 " " 35w
876 1 " v g5 "
88 "
Swedish 1286 . 30 *
The above branched for Harvik, o
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N , +8bezH WOH
o ofe Med anledning af bifogade brev frin engelska legationen har jag iren meddela '

£81jande upplysningar:

1. Den limnade uppgiften att 500,000 ton gods anliéint med flrjor till svenska

s hagmar under 1941 Hr riktig. Den exakta siffran Hr 480,200 ton gods 1 vagnse

4 * laster, vartill kommer on Hnnu ef kind mindre kvantitet styokegods. Frin vir

» sida uppgavs 1 runt tal 500,000 ton. Skillnaden mellan den frin engelska lega=-
tionen uppgiwna godsmingden 1.142.0001) ton och dessa 500.000 ton (642,000) ute .

- gir den godsmingd, som per tigfirjor limmat Sverige under 1941. I huvudsak
(510.000 ton) bestir denna godsmingd av svenska exportvaror.

Anledningen till att den utglende godetrafiken rilkmat i ton Hr visentligt
stBrre Hn den inglends Hr, att det svenska exportgodset bestir av betydligt
tyngre gods n importen, varfér utgdende vagnar kunna utnyttjas bAttre in ingle !
ende vagnar, Enbart av triivirke cch cellulosa trensporterades under 1941 frin
Sverige 285,000 ton.

O,

2, Betriffande tankvagnarna, som anviints i Tyskland, kan f8ljande framhillas: |
Totalt ha 400 svenska tankvagnar befumnit sig i Tyekland, Av dessa tillhér- -
do 125 statens jirnviigar ooh resten privats firmor. Dem av mig limmade uppgife |
ton lizmades med den reservationen, att jag icke pd rak arm kunde aliga det
exakta antalet, msn h¥ll £8r troligt, att det rérde eig om 250 vagnar. Av de
utldnade 400 vaguarna iro f.n. 100 &terkomma till Sverige. Resten &terlimas
, eftor hand, men i4 icke alltftr stort utrymme pd firjorna kan reserveras £ir
\ tomma tankvagnar, kenmm icke rikna med att mer #n ett mindre antal per dag
transportoras, Fo.n. Aterkomma 3 & 4 vagnar om dagen, men stir ett betydande an~
tal uppstillda stder om Sessnits i vintan pd firjeligenhet.

3 Betriffande transporterna av olja mellsn olika orter i Norge md f8ljande
framhillas. Transporter cmfattande utlindsks tankvagnar med olja ha tid. efter
' ‘annan Hgt rup frin en morek grinsstation $111 en suman, Nigre regelbunina
o .tmportor av detta slag 4ga loke rum ooh tremsporterna ha icke varit av sir-
akuj stor oufattning. Svenska vagnar komzs icke till anviindning fir dessa
tmnsportw.

1) siffren kr sivitt jag kan fima felaktig. I Skandinaviska bankens
kvartalsskrift den 2, april 1942, sid 30, tabell 4, anges 1,125,000 ton.




Enligt inhimtade uppgifter frin Skandinaviska bankene statistiska avdel-
ning kunna de uppgifter, som engeleka legationen anfort, icke vara himtade frédn

annan killa dn en artikel i kvartalsskriften, Nr 2, april 1942. Artikeln ifr&-_

ge br skriven av Byrdchefen Berger 1 jérnviigestyrelsen och har han enligt upp-
gift tilletdllt informationsstyrelsen konceptet fdre publicering.
Kvartalsskriften bifogas.
Stockholm den 11. juni 1942.

Henrik Wrede.



The Transit Agreement between Sweden end Germany of July 1940,
i;s 1gid down in an exchange of notéa waich contain the following
points:

1) Sweden will allow transit of goods from Denmark-Germany t0
Norway end vice versa on terms to be defined by agreement between
technioians, this transit to be limited so ms not to interfere with
Swedish transport requirements.

2) For war material the treneit is subject to licensing accor-
ding to Swedish law.

3) Members of the Germen forces on leave are sllowed to pass
through Sweden betwegn Germany-Denmark and Norway, in uniform but
without military equipment, on conditions to be agreed: upon.

" fThe conditions for the transit of soldiers on leave were setb
forth in ppecial notes exchanged on duly 8th, 1940. These notes
conbain the following provisions: '

Personel to be transited is restrioted to members of the Ger-
men forces on home leave travelling from their quarters in Norway
t0 Germany and back from Germeny to Norway when their leave is over.
For this transit one train .shall run deily from Kormsjo to Trelle-
borg and vice versa. For the corresponding traffic from Nervik to
Trelleborg and vice verse one train a week shall run in each direc-

‘gion. The German military authorities undertake o issue tnstruc-
tions to the effect that rifles and pistols belonging to privaete
goldiers travelling theough Sweden on leave shall be left at the
respective quarters in Norwaye.

In September 1940 the maximum number of trains between Na.rvik
‘and Trelleborg was increased to two (in exceptional cases three)

- pro week in each direction.
HHlsingborg can be used al‘cernatively to0 Trelleborg as’

_ gouthern endstation.





