


On Whit-Monday, 1933, 
107 trains left Brighton 
in five hours, carrying 
75,000 passengers 

The combination of good weather and improved travelling facilities 
resulted in a great increase of passenger traffic on the Southern 
Railway during the Whitsun recess. During the whole holiday 
period no less than 129,165 passengers were conveyed to Brighton, 
mainly by electric trains. This represents an increase of 75 per 
cent, over last year. On Whit-Sunday the number of people 
carried to Brighton showed an increase of 174 per cent, over last 
Whit-Sunday, while on Whit-Monday the increase was 68 per cent. 

Reprinted from " Modern Transport," June 10th, 1933 

In the course of the homeward rush from the seaside on Monday 
evening last, there were several achievements on the part of the 
Southern Railway calling for attention. At Brighton a special 
control tower was installed and brought into use about 4 p.m., its 
object being to direct passengers to the various platforms and 
trains. Between 5 p.m. and 10 p.m. no fewer than 107 trains left 
Brighton Central Station, carrying 75,000 passengers. On the 
average, therefore, a train departed every three minutes—or 
slightly less—throughout the five hour period, and each train 
carried on an average just over 700 passengers—15,000 an hour. 
The great bulk of this traffic was for London or beyond, and had to 
be carried over the main line, which has only the one up track as 
far as Balcombe Tunnel box—19 miles—and in addition to the trains 
from Brighton there were those from Worth ing and Hove also 
passing over almost the whole of this distance. More noteworthy 
still is the fact that from Keymer Junction to Balcombe Tunnel 
there were also the Hastings, Bexhill, Eastbourne and Seaford 
trains to be accommodated by the single up road in addition to 
those from Brighton and Worthing. Actually, between Keymer 
Junction and Haywards Heath the up trains moving over this road 
were : between 7 and 8 p.m., 13 trains ; between 8 and 9 p.m., 16 ; 
between 9 and 10 p.m., 18 ; and between 10 and 11 p.m., 14 trains, 
the greatest density being one every 3'3 minutes throughout the 
hour. Only by the employment of automatic colour-light signal-
ling, and of very heavy electric trains for the most part, could this 
traffic be moved within so short a period. 

Reprinted from "Railway Gazette," June 9th, 1933 
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